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Site Based Happenings
Each school year, we are excited 
to pair new volunteers with 
elementary children at our 
participating sites. This year, 
we are very excited to partner 
with United Way�s Graduating 
our Future initiative to increase 
Forsyth County�s graduation rate. In particular, we 
are focusing on paring caring Bigs with children in 
schools that feed into Parkland High School. Recently, 
we targeted college students at Winston-Salem State 
University to help us make a difference in a child�s life. 
These students were more than happy to become Bigs to 
the elementary children. Currently we have six matches 
at Konnoak Elementary, and at the beginning of the next 
semester, the number of matches will grow!  

The Winston-Salem State 
students have various reasons 
for wanting to volunteer. �I like 
working with kids, and would 
enjoy the experience of working 
with children with a different 
background than mine� says 
Gary, a freshman at the school. Amber, who�s also a 
freshman, says �I just want to be a role model, and 
make a difference.� Other students have said that they 
didn�t have anyone in their lives to talk to about college 
and their future. Another student, Dimesha, grew up 
in a home where her parents were foster parents. �My 
parents helped so many children, and I want to follow in 
their footsteps,� she says. Each week, the students play 
games, help with homework, read, and talk with their 
Little Brothers and Sisters. The kid�s faces light up each 
time they see their Bigs walking through the doors of the 
school. Regardless of their reasons for being Bigs, these 
Winston-Salem State students are making a Big difference 
in the life of a child.  

Even though the 2009 
Bowl For Kids’ Sake is not 
until February, we began 
planning for it months 
ago. We look forward to 
this event every year for 
two reasons. First, we 
always have a fun time 
with many wonderful and 
caring people. Second, the 
annual bowl-a-thon raises 
almost 40 percent of our 
annual operating budget. 
Individual supporters are 
able to bowl a game with 
their friends and coworkers, 
interact on a personal level 
with the staff and board 
of Big Brothers Big Sisters, 
and help fund an agency 
that provides a very special 
service to the community.  

The most amazing aspect of 
Bowl For Kids’ Sake is that 
it all happens in basically 
one day. However, the event 
has now grown so that 
we have added a second 
Saturday to accommodate 
all the teams. This year 
we are hoping for at least 
250 teams totaling almost 
1,300 individual bowlers! 
Last year we raised over 
$223,000, which included 
almost $50,000 in company 
and corporate sponsorships, 
with the help of over 
40 local companies and 
corporations. Less than 5 
percent of that amount was 
used to cover event-related 
expenses. This year our goal 
is $225,000 in sponsorship 
and individual pledges. 

continued on page 4 

Bowl for
Kids’ Sake is 

Comin’
BERT’S BRIEFS

I am not the most introspective, insightful person around. A bull in a china shop may be 
a better description. In any event, now that I am a year away from retirement I am seeing 
things in a different light, or perhaps realizing after thirty years that �this is going to be my 
last bowl-a-thon� or my last Christmas party, or whatever

I won�t have many more newsletter pieces to thrill you with so I better make the most of 
them. We had our annual Holiday party in December. It really was nice. The staff did a 
great job, lots of board members came, and we had over 200 Bigs and Littles. The dance 
�oor was crowded, mostly with Little Brothers and Sisters trying to teach their Bigs how to 
do whatever gyration went with the music.

The mission of this agency is to provide adult volunteers to serve as role models and 
special friends to children (predominantly from single-parent homes) who can bene�t from 
that relationship. Race, creed, national origin, etc., are not factors and never have been as 
far as the agency is concerned. A child from any background or environment is eligible.

Over this past thirty years, as a few kids in one neighborhood got Bigs, their friends and 
parents in those areas wanted to get Bigs. These tended to be the less af�uent sections 
of town and the kids predominantly black. At the same time, referral sources (teachers, 
counselors, etc.), tended to send us their �most needy� kids, again, mostly black as they 
perceived �needy� (I still hate that term).Currently over 90 percent of the kids in our 
program are black.

In the beginning, we had few black volunteers. We have always made inter-racial matches, 
but I must say thirty years ago it was pretty interesting.  If you saw a white adult with a 
black kid back then, you could �gure it was a Big with their Little. There were a few minor, 
uncomfortable occurrences but nothing major and this spanned some pretty testy times.

We now have a good balance of Bigs. We have as many black Big Sisters as white.  We 
never have enough men, but most of our boys have white Bigs.  Personally, I wish we had a 
better balance of kids so we could match black volunteers with white kids, but that is not 
the way it is.

Our very blond�headed (what�s left of it) board chair, Brett Hoge and his blond wife 
Wendy and two blond-headed daughters (age 2 and 4) were at the party with Brett�s two 
Little Brothers, ages 12 and 15. The girls climbed all over the boys, and those two guys 
looked after the girls like the Secret Service looks after the President. There are studies 
showing that kids are not aware of color until they reach a certain age. As they become 
aware of it, how it factors in has a lot to do with the earlier experiences. I think Brett�s girls 
will understand the insigni�cance of the color of someone�s skin as it relates to character 
their entire lives.

In the early years, people in town and with other BBBS agencies would often ask �how do 
�those� matches work�?  We were slightly ahead of the times, and the stupid stuff I heard 
is another entire article.  Anyway, I always knew and still do that the secret to our matches 
becoming life-long relationships was the fact that going through the process of getting 
to know someone and working through the differences is what made the bonds strong. 
Thirty years ago, there was not much more �different� then black and white. So, I always 
responded that inter-racial matches were our best, strongest matches.

All the above is to say that while it is nowhere mentioned as a mission, or goal, or 
measurable outcome, this agency has done more than any program of which I am aware of 
to enhance race relations. That is on the top of my list as I re�ect upon where this agency 
has gone in thirty years. 

Bert Grisard
President/CEO
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Our Mission
Big Brothers Big Sisters Services, Inc. exists to empower children to 
reach their full potential by continuously recruiting, developing, and 
training mentors to provide professionally supported one-on-one 
Big Brother and Big Sister relationships.

Vision Statement:
Big Brothers Big Sisters Services, Inc. will create successful mentoring 
relationships for all children in the service region who need and 
desire them, resulting in individuals who will have brighter futures 
and will make a positive impact in their schools, their workplaces, 
and their communities.

About BBBS Services
Big Brothers Big Sisters Services of�cially opened its Winston Salem 
of�ce in 1977. The agency is one of more than 500 local agencies 
af�liated with Big Brothers Big Sisters of America, a national 
mentoring organization founded in 1904.

BBBS Services Staff
President/CEO: Bert Grisard (bgrisard@bbbsnc.org)
Program Director: Rebecca Edwards (rebecca@bbbsnc.org)
Development Director: Pamela Suber (psuber@bbbsnc.org)
Recruitment/ PR Director: Judi Saint Sing (jsaintsing@bbbsnc.org)

Case Manager II/Recruitment Assistant:
Regina Craven (rcraven@bbbsnc.org)
Case Manager/Development Assistant:
Brittany Pruitt (bpruitt@bbbsnc.org)
Case Manager Supervisor:
Molly Buckley (mbuckley@bbbsnc.org)

Case Manager I:
Rachel Taylor (rtaylor@bbbsnc.org)
Sarah Pruitt (spruitt@bbbsnc.org)
Landon Mundy (lmundy@bbbsnc.org)
Takia Miller (tmiller@bbbsnc.org)

Of�ce Manager: Gaynell Ray�eld (gaynell@bbbsnc.org)
Administrative Assistant: Cheryl Pericozzi (cheryl@bbbsnc.org)
WFU Intern: Hunter Gray (hunter@bbbsnc.org)
	 Drew Deskins

Davie Cty. Coordinator:
Chuck Taylor (751-9906, bbbsdavie@mocksville.com)
Amy Boardwine (Davie County, Development/PR Assistant, 
infobbbs@mocksville.com)

Elkin/Yadkin Valley Coordinator:
LaTreice Cannon (526-8803, programdirector@gmail.com)

Our Board of Directors:
Of�cers
President: Brett Hoge
First VP: Gray Barbour
Second VP: Ken Moser
Treasurer: 
Secretary: Karen Lineberger
Past-President: Brad Mitchell
Members
Anthony Ahiabuike � Renee� Ballard
Bryan Black � Leslie Blixt 
Jim Creamer � Charlene Curtis
Ron Hutton � Lisa Kinney
Michelle Koster � Taneca McCandies
John Kenneth Moser � Karen Nard
John Rankin � Deborah Rascoe
Wanda Starke � Tonya Woods

Bigs & Littles Newsletter Editors: 
Pamela Suber, Judi Saint Sing, and Regina Craven
Contributing Writers: staff at BBBS

Letters and Comments 
Welcome and Appreciated!

This monthly publication is designed for volunteers, children and their families. Submissions and suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. 
Mail to: Judi Saint Sing, Volunteer Recruitment/PR Director, jsaintsing@bbbsnc.org, Big Brothers Big Sisters Services, 107 Westdale Avenue,  
Winston-Salem, NC 27101 or fax to (336) 724-5779. For address correction, questions or information please call (336) 724-7993.

Visit our website at www.bbbsnc.org

Judi Saint Sing will be 
taking over as Volunteer 
Recruitment/PR Director 
of our Forsyth County 
of�ce. Judi has lived in 
Winston-Salem since 1984 
but grew up in Texas and 
Maryland. She graduated 
from the University of 
Maryland, College Park, 
with a bachelor�s degree 
in Journalism/Public 
Relations. In her free time, 
she loves theater, the arts 
and spending time with her 
husband Jeff, her family 
and friends. She also loves 
to laugh, and in fact is a 
Certi�ed Laugh Leader on 
the World Laughter Tour. 
She is excited to be joining 
Big Brothers Big Sisters. 

What: BBBS Annual Bowl For 
Kids� Sake
When: Saturday, February 28th 
and Saturday, March 7th

Time: 8am � 6pm
Where: AMF Major League 
Lanes, Jonestown Road

As a former little sister, 
it is my great pleasure 
to join the BBBS staff 
as a Case Manager. A 
Winston-Salem native, I 
graduated from Carver 
High School in 1995 
(go Yellowjackets!) and 
Winston-Salem State 
University this past 
May. I majored in Mass 
Communications with a 
concentration in Radio/
Television. As a student, 
I interned and worked 
at WXII on the morning 
shift. It is such a relief to 
have normal hours again! 
I am looking forward to 
building relationships with 
the staff, Bigs and Littles.

 WELCOME!!!
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SPOTLIGHT ON BIGS
Andrew Steiner, returning for his second year volunteering 
at the Site Based program at Elkin Elementary School, has 
joined the Board in an advisory role. He has helped with 
recruitment of other students, assisted with getting the 
word out for The Holiday Party and provided a in-depth 
look into what BBBS can do to attract male volunteers.

Kathryn McDowell, our Site Based Big of the Year, was 
the perfect choice to represent BBBS �rst ever entry at 
the EHS Homecoming Parade. Kathryn chose as her 
Attendants, Little Sister, Valerie and Little Brother, Drake, 
both from Elkin Elementary School.

A
New Years Day Celebration
BBBS and The Yadkin Valley Rotary Club had a very successful 5th annual celebration. 
Special Guest, Melva Houston, gave a very spirited gospel concert and helped with 
kitchen duties. Yadkin Valley community residents came out to enjoy a special New Years 
menu and fellowship with friends. 

Upcoming 
Events:

Little Moments Tour
February 11, 2009 

12n � 1pm BBBS Of�ce

Bowl Kids� Sake
March 28, 2009

8:30am � 12:30pm 
Blue Ridge Lanes

Jonesville, NC 

Happy New Year
The Board & Staff
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Brothers... Through Tour of Duty
Here at BBBS we cherish all of our volunteers  
and their commitment to our program. Most 
of our volunteers either work full time with 
families or are students with classes and 
several activities, but they all make time for 
their Littles. 

Among these volunteers is Mike Russell, 
a Sheriff with the Sheriff�s department, a 
member of the Army National Guard and a 
dedicated Big Brother to Aric C. Time has sometimes been an obstacle 
with their match, but even working different shifts and taking weekends 
off to train with the National Guard; Mike has always made time for 
his Little Brother.  

This January, however, things will get a little tougher because Mike will 
go to training to prepare for deployment in April to Iraq.   

Mike and Aric have been matched since October 2006 and have 
enjoyed many activities together such as bowling, hiking and karate 
classes. Even though they won�t be able to see each other for about 

a year the pair have promised to write letters and keep in touch 
through Mike�s Website while he is away.  

While Aric and his mom are going to miss Mike we are all proud of 
his commitment to our country and to Big Brothers Big Sisters.

TEN YEARS…
Antwon M. & Craig Harris
Sharee M. & Mia Eldridge

NINE YEARS…
TJ H. & Paul Donohoe

SIX YEARS…
Bryant H. & Jasper Brown

FIVE YEARS…
Shadae B. & Teresa Bryant
Jazma T. & Hunter Willard

FOUR YEARS…
Keyaira M. & Shannon Meares

Alex W. & Brett Hoge
Shaquille S. & Courtney Schaefer

THREE YEARS…
Cameron C. & Omar Polk
Latasha G. & Erin Hinton

Abria L. & Tenika McCorkle
Stephen B. & Andrew Hebard
Tamara F. & Chantal Richards
Brittny N. & Elizabeth Miller

TWO YEARS…
Radford E. & Santiago Bravo

Tyrone B. & Brant Veasy
Gerald S. & Joe Rick

Brianna B. & Johanna Hawkins
Veronica B. & LaToya Perry

Kierra B. & Hailey Voges
MarKeli U. & Paul Cao
DJ F. & Mike Palmeri

D�Vontae S. & Ellis Boyle
Armani J. & Kara Noronha
Jessica B. & Lauren Kulp
Drew W. & Matt Braley

Nicole R. & Kiera Lassiter
Alexander C. & Cory Benedetti

Marquis F. & John Shipley

ONE YEAR…
Adolfo R. & Yianni Alepohoritis

Shanautica J. & DoriAnn Morrison
Christopher B. & Daniel Ruehr

Donee G. & Summer Bost
Leah O. & Carol Macioce
Dominic S. & Randy Cluss
Ilysia S. & Jessica Church

Juano G. & Stephen Sera�n
Tanquisha M. & Tricia Williams

George B. & Arthur Donner
Omar R. & Adam Parker

Jaquelyn B. & Caitlin O�Connell
Maria P. & Carlye Begnaud
Delisha D. & Emily Farrar

Bria B. & Melissa Hite
Keyairra B. & Karen Nard

AaLiyah D. & DorthyBrandie Miller
Lillian D. & Beth Amos

Lilie R. & Katherine Tasca
Michaela L. & Elefteria Futris
Taneisha F. & Jennifer Funk

Schuyler H. & John McPherson, Jr.
Ashley L. & Lois Heald

Rashaad A. & Anthony Gilchrist
see more on page 4!

Woooorrdd Zander-Get ready for some 
basketball games and some solid bro time in 
January-I can�t wait to see you-Merry Christmas!  
Big Brother Ryan 

Congrats to Antwanette B. for making the honor 
roll!! I am so proud of you-Big Sister Seton 
McGowan

Kyana H.: Never giving up on her busy schedule! 
(and for being a fun little... duh!) :)  Big Sister 
Natalie Deuschle

Shout out to Romero B for making excellent 
mazes at SciWorks.  Big Brother Jason Frichner

Marvin T. had such exciting news that he called 
me during my trip to Singapore. He reported that 
he got an �A� in Math. I think he could hear me 
cheer from Asia!  Big Brother Jens Saakvitne

Quantez B. is awesome! He is a great friend to 
me all the time.  Big Brother Ben Davis

I�d like to give one to Kenya K. for making good 
grades, for getting involved in extracurricular 
activities at school, and for being a great little! 
Big Sister Mallory Sullivan

Congrats to Zaira J. for making excellent �rst 
quarter grades and for being such a funny, 
loving, intelligent, and goofy young lady!!!  Big 
Sister Annette Jones

I wanna shout out Miss Brooke F. for doing 
everything she can to make this school year 
better than the last - from improving her grades, 
to better behavior, to general classroom interest!  
I hope she continues this progress and positive 
attitude throughout the rest of her 7th grade 
year, onto her 8th and for the rest of her life.  
I�m very proud of her and have enjoyed our �rst 
year and some change as big & lil�! Big Sister 
Jameya Porter

Shout Out to Michaela L. for working hard on 
that math!  Happy Holidays � Big Sister Rebeka 
Futris

Ok. I�d like to send one to Mikala then for 
making some awesome Rice Krispy Treats last 
weekend. Big Sister Laura Beth Young

Shout out to Courtnie H. for making the honor 
roll �rst term and continuing to study hard in 
school.  Her big sister and family are so proud of 
her!!! Big Sister Jennifer Kerrigan

Shout out to Sophia B. � I�ve had fun with you 
these last couple months!  I look forward to 
making more memories together.  Thanks for 
being a great little sister.  Big Sister Brenda Kittles

I�d like Kamryn K to know how much I am 
enjoying being her Big and what a good sport 
she is when we play games....AND that even 
though she won the last match, I plan on beating 
her next time we play checkers! Big Sister Marg 
Dickson

I would like to give a shout out to Niheem J. for 
being a super little brother! Big Brother Lance 
Wardlaw

I would like to give Keyon M. a couple of shouts. 
He has successfully made the transition from 
elementary school to the Downtown Middle 
School with �ying colors posting great grades on 
his �rst report card! Also Keyon performed in 
his �rst band concert in which he is playing the 
trombone. We are looking forward to spending 
Christmas in Wisconsin this year. Pray for snow!  
Big Brother Scott Stoll

Shout Out to Jazma T for having only one 
more semester before she graduates from high 
school!!!  Finish up strong!  I am so proud of 
all you have accomplished and all of the work 
you are doing.  You have �brains in your head 
and feet in your shoes you can take yourself any 
direction you choose.�  Love you!  Big Sister 
Hunter Willard

LeMarcus you are a great kid and can do 
anything that you set your mind to!!!  Even 
baseball! Big Brother Austin Byrne
 
Alyssa W. is the best little ever! I can�t wait to be 
back in the States and see you! Love, Big Sister 
Megan Briskman

Shout out for DJ F: Great work in school and on 
half court shots. Big Brother Mike Palmeri

I want to send Ty T. a shout out for being a great 
little, and for getting enthusiastic about reading! 
Big Sister PJ Amos

CONGRATULATIONS TO MY LITTLE 
BROTHER MARCUS B FOR HIS GRADES 
IMPROVING TREMENDOUSLY! KEEP 
WORKING HARD. Big Brother Bobby Collins

Can you just shout out Omar R. for being a 
great little brother for me!  Big Brother Adam 
Parker

I want to make a shout out to my little sister, 
Kiyana K, who is �nally taller than me!!!  I love 
that people can�t �gure out who the �Big� is 
when they see us. :-)  Big Sister Josie Paza

Shout Outs!!!

News From The Valley
Happy New Year!

Davie County NewsBig’s Corner
In the past we have shared letters from Littles that express their 
appreciation and love for their Bigs.  Even though we have not written 
any letters to the Bigs in our program we wanted to express our 
gratitude to our dedicated Bigs who often go above and beyond what 
we ask of them.  The opportunity to work with such consistent, caring 
Bigs makes life in the Big Brothers Big Sisters family enjoyable and 
rewarding.

Bigs, as I�m sure you read in the last newsletter, I am a new member 
here at the Big Brothers Big Sisters family. Everyone here at the of�ce 
has been wonderfully welcoming, but the transition could not have 
been so easy without you guys. All of our volunteers have been so 
friendly, encouraging, and helpful as I adjust to a new job and LOTS 
of new faces. So here is a big �thank you!� for all of the patience and 
excitement that you have not only shown to your Littles � but also to 
me! 
							       —RT

As a Big Sister in college I understood the importance of having a case 
manager to call for support. Now, as a Case Manager I understand 
how important the dedication of our wonderful volunteers are to our 
program.  Whether or not you can see it, you are making a huge impact 
in the lives of your Little�s and for that we thank you!
							       —MB

Davie County has awesome Little Brothers and Little Sisters.  One of our Little Brothers, Josh, was 
recently honored with a Character Recognition Award by the Davie County Board of Education.  
This award recognizes a student who exempli�es the traits of compassion, courage, honesty, justice, 
loyalty, respect, responsibility and self-discipline.  Josh was nominated by his 4th Grade teacher and 
this is what she had to say�
�Joshua is a remarkable member of his 4th grade class.  He is kind and considerate above all else.  
Joshua is always offering to lend a helping hand to his teachers and classmates.  He cares about the 
work he produces and is motivated to always try his best.  It is a pleasure to have Joshua in class.  
Keep up the great work!�

BIG FOR A DAY 
Many thanks go out to the local mentors, who shared their daily work schedules with some of the kids on 
the waiting list of BBBS. The kids were able to spend the morning learning about some interesting business 
careers. All the children and sponsors were treated to an up close and personal tour of the New Fair�eld 
Inn & Suites, hosted by Michael Wilson, regional manager. After a great tour of all the deluxe rooms, 
the indoor pool and gym, they had lunch in the new conference room, courtesy of Riverview Holdings. 
Fantasia spent the day practicing for the Prom at Carol�s Wedding Shop, Nathan learned the ins and out 
of operating a radio station with Joel Hooper at WIFM, while on the print media scale, Dylan worked 
with Eric Lusk at The Elkin Tribune. Robin Hobbs shared her front desk duties at HCMH with Unique, 
where she got to meet the CEO, Stephen Pennington. Circe for Fitness showed Kellie the ropes of running 
an upscale �tness center. Jasmine had a busy morning with local realtor & Board Member Jeanna Snider, 
taking pictures and getting a house ready for showing. All the Littles in waiting received mementos from 
their host and goodies bags from the Fair�eld.

NEW MATCH
Big Sister Jane Motsinger begin the fall season with Little Sister Unique. Jane, a long 
time supporter of BBBS, wanted to get more involved and experience �rst hand the 
�Little Moments. Big Magic!�. They have enjoyed taking art classes together, exploring 
the nature trails that surround Jane�s� house, sharing silly stories and going fabric 
shopping. The two have quickly bonded and are looking forward to new adventures 
in 2009.

celebrating

Our Site Based Bigs program is 
off to a great start.  We are very 
pleased with the community and 
service minded students from 
Davie High and the Davie Early 
College who give their time to be 
a friend and mentor to a child.  
They truly make a BIG difference 
in the life of a child.

Davie County was honored to be the 
recipient of a $5000 check from the 
Wal*Mart Foundation donated in honor 
of Senator Andrew Brock.  This gift will 
go a long way in providing services for the 
children of Davie County.  

**The Davie County of�ce will be very busy over the next 3 months will Holiday activities and preparing for our 2009 Bowl 
For Kids� Sake.  Our bowling event will be held on Saturday, March 7th, 2009 at AMF Lanes in Winston-Salem.  If you are 
interested in sponsoring or having a team for this event, please contact our of�ce at 751-9906.

**As always, we are in need of volunteers who are interested in becoming a Big Brother or Big Sister.  Davie County currently 
has 21 children on our Wait List.  To learn more about this opportunity, please contact our of�ce at 751-9906.

Little�s, Victoria, Heather & 
Kaytlen have fun with Big, Sarah.

Anna and her Little, Jackie have 
been matched for 2 years.

Little, Shaveh, is all smiles with 
her Big, Tonesha.

Wal*Mart 
Manager 
Tim Stewart 
presents the 
check to Davie 
County BBBS 
Coordinator 
Chuck Taylor 
and Senator 
Andrew Brock.




