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Nothing Separates These Two
Being a medical student at Wake 
Forest University School of 
Medicine is impressive enough.  
Malachi Courtney spends an 
average of 25 hours a week in the 
classroom and an additional 40-50 
hours a week studying.  Malachi 
will be the �rst to admit that 
�nding time for things outside his 
studies is a challenge.  But, what 
he may lack in free time, he makes up for with his big heart.  
He does not let the demands of medical school prevent him 
from seeing his 11 year-old Little Brother D�Vontae each 
week.
	 Malachi and D�Vontae were matched in October of 
2005.  They quickly learned that they had much in common.  
D�Vontae has 2 brothers and 2 sisters.  (Older sister 
Karmeisha has been matched with Big Sister Whitney since 
October of 2004!)  Malachi is no stranger to big families.  
He comes from a family of 8 brothers and sisters- three 
of whom were adopted from Guatemala.  Malachi and 
D�Vontae also share a passion for music.  Malachi sings and 
plays guitar, and also leads music at his church.  He has gone 
to see D�Vontae sing in choir, and was impressed.  D�Vontae 
is quite the singer!
	 Some weeks, Malachi and D�Vontae work on doing 
homework and studying together- which they both have 
plenty of!  They also �nd time to have fun together.  Some of 
their favorite activities are playing Halo, board games, going 
to Chuck E. Cheese, and going miniature gol�ng.  Malachi 
even taught D�Vontae how to play chess.
	 This competitive pair has learned that win or lose, they 
are both bene�ting from spending time together.  D�Vontae 
has someone to hang out with, talk to and con�de in.  For 
Malachi, balancing medical school and being a Big Brother 
is about �nding what�s important.  He has found that 
spending time with D�Vontae is just as important as medical 
school and his future career as a doctor.  Malachi has lots 
of experience working with children- he led an inner city 
children�s program called King�s Kids in Nashville while he 
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Even though the 2007 Bowl 
For Kids� Sake is not until 
February, we began planning 
for it months ago. We look 
forward to this event every 
year for two reasons.  First, 
a fun time is always had 
with many wonderful and 
caring people. Second, 
the bowlathon raises 
almost 40% of our annual 
operating budget. Individual 
supporters are able to bowl 
a game with their friends 
and coworkers, interact on a 
personal level with the staff 
and board of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters, and help fund 
an agency that provides a 
very special service to the 
community.  

The most amazing aspect 
of Bowl For Kids� Sake is 
that it all happens in one 
day. We are expecting more 
than 200 teams. This means 
that we are expecting over 
1,400 bowlers to come 
out this year. Last year we 
raised almost $200,000, 
which included $40,000 
in company and corporate 
sponsorships. Less than 
5% of that amount was 
used to cover event-related 
expenses. This year our goal 
is $210,000 in sponsorship 
and individual pledges. We 
have already con�rmed over 
$30,000 in company and 
corporate sponsorship.

We are currently working on 
recruiting team captains. A 
team captain is responsible 
for recruiting a team of 
up to �ve bowlers. Once 
established, the names of the 
team members are sent to 
BBBS. continued on page 4

Bowl for
Kids’ Sake is 

Comin’
BERT’S BRIEFS

It began about three weeks ago when my buddy Terry called and said he had 
picked up a brand new bike at a yard sale last summer, with good intentions 
to begin exercising, and he wanted to know if one of our kids could use it.  Of 
course, it is still brand new.

Last week, Mike Ford and the folks at Student Affairs from Wake Forest �lled 
up my of�ce one day while I was out of town with gifts from the angel tree they 
do for us each year.  Then, with students being out of town for semester break, 
Wake asked if we could use a few tickets to some games during that time.

My buddy Rick called to see if he owed me any money.  He�s a lot older than 
me and cannot remember squat.  Since golf season is over, I �gured he meant 
had he made his annual gift to BBBS.  That was really nice as I did not even 
have to ask him for it.

We have an endowment fund which we started several years ago with money 
received from Doctor Bill Pitser (deceased) and former dorm counselor, Big 
Brother and prior owner of our current of�ce, Ron Midura.  Amy, Bill�s widow, 
and Ron continue to support us annually.

I�m in the of�ce one day last week and a truck pulls up with two new bikes in 
the back.  A nice guy who works as a security guard at a local mall bought �ve 
new bikes this year and gave us two.  He did the same thing last year, wanting 
no receipt, acknowledgement, etc.  Just something he wanted to do.

One of our Little Sisters, Alyssa, got nominated and accepted to a very 
prestigious and expensive academic week long camp.  I understand all the 
other third graders in her class have her check their homework before they turn 
it in.  Where was she when I needed her?  Some staff at the Winston-Salem 
Foundation donated money to her instead of giving each other gifts.  The 
Foundation matched their gift. Others, including her church, made it possible 
for Alyssa to get this wonderful experience. 

Last, and certainly not least, our United Way has completed a very successful 
campaign.  We get about forty percent of our funding from United Way.  This 
community  for the last twenty years has been the leader or very near the top in 
per capita giving.  I think Seattle, with all that computer money, sneaks by us 
once in awhile.

There is a more detailed list of things people have done for us elsewhere in this 
newsletter.  It all reminds me what a strong, caring community we have and 
helps restore a little faith in people.  HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!

Bert Grisard
President/CEO
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Our Mission
Big Brothers Big Sisters Services, Inc. exists to empower 
children to reach their full potential by continuously 
recruiting, developing, and training mentors to provide 
professionally supported one-on-one Big Brother and Big 
Sister relationships.

Vision Statement:
Big Brothers Big Sisters Services, Inc. will create successful 
mentoring relationships for all children in the service region 
who need and desire them, resulting in individuals who will 
have brighter futures and will make a positive impact in their 
schools, their workplaces, and their communities.

About BBBS Services
Big Brothers Big Sisters Services of�cially opened its Winston 
Salem of�ce in 1977. The agency is one of more than 500 
local agencies af�liated with Big Brothers Big Sisters of 
America, a national mentoring organization founded in 1904.

BBBS Services Staff
President/CEO: Bert Grisard (bgrisard@bbbsnc.org)
Program Director: Rebecca Edwards (rebecca@bbbsnc.org)
Development and PR Director: Pamela Suber (psuber@bbbsnc.org)
Volunteer Recruitment Director: Lamaya Covington Williams

Program Manager:
Seth Houk (seth@bbbsnc.org)

Case Manager II: 
Camille Poe (cpoe@bbbsnc.org)

Case Manager I:
Regina Craven (rcraven@bbbsnc.org)
Liesl Einerson (leinerson@bbbsnc.org)
Sasha Suzuki (ssuzuki@bbbsnc.org)

Of�ce Manager: Gaynell Ray�eld (gaynell@bbbsnc.org)
Administrative Assistant: Cheryl Pericozzi (cheryl@bbbsnc.org)
WFU Intern: Amanda Flahart

Davie Cty. Coordinator:
Izzy Tutterow (751-9906, bbbsdavie@mocksville.com)

Yankin Valley Coordinator:
LaTreice Cannon (526-8803, bbbsyv@rivercto.net)

Our Board of Directors:
Of�cers
President: Taylor Campbell
First VP: Brad Mitchell
Second VP: Jim Beckett
Treasurer: Toussaint Holland
Secretary: Martha Albertson
Past-President: Leslie Blixt

Members
Gloria Agard � Cantey Alexander � Renee� Ballard � Gray Barbour
Miguel Cebollero � Jim Creamer � Charlene Curtis � Katonya Eccles 
Jacque Gattis � Jeff Gregory � Brett Hoge � Ron Hutton
Michelle Koster � Karen Lineberger � George Laktash � Warren Leggett
Ed McNeal � Bradley Mitchell � Matthew Simmons � Wanda Starke 

Bigs & Littles Newsletter Editors: 
Pamela Suber & Seth Houk
Contributing Writers: staff at BBBS

Letters and Comments 
Welcome and Appreciated!

This monthly publication is designed for volunteers, children and their families. Submissions and suggestions are welcomed and appreciated. 
Mail to: Pamela Suber, Development and PR Director, panglin@bbbsnc.org, Big Brothers Big Sisters Services, 107 Westdale Avenue, Winston-Salem, NC 
27101 or fax to (336) 724-5779. For address correction, questions or information please call (336) 724-7993.

Visit our website at www.bbbsnc.org
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  WELCOME!!!!
Lamaya Covington Williams 
joins Big Brothers Big Sisters 
as Volunteer Recruitment 
Director after working with 
the United Way of Forsyth 
County, Inc. as Campaign 
Division Director and 
previously as Community 
Development Director for 
the organization. Lamaya is 
matched as a Big Sister with a 
Little Sister, Shabrina. She is a 
native of Winston Salem who 
graduated from Mt. Tabor 
High School. Lamaya is more 
recently an alumna of Wake 
Forest University, where she 
earned an undergraduate and 
graduate degree. She enjoys 
reading, writing, and spending 
time with her family. She and 
her husband, Ira Williams- 
also a Wake Forest graduate, 
have a �ve year-old daughter, 
Amira, and are expecting a 
second child in May 2007.

cArs for 
kiDs’ sAke
That old car sitting in 
your driveway can help 
put a child on the road 
of reaching their highest 
potential. Cars for Kids 
Sake is an innovative fund-
raising program through 
which you can support 
Big Brothers Big Sisters 
by donating unwanted 
cars, trucks, boats, and 
motorcycles. Your donation 
not only helps us provide 
mentors to more children, 
it also entitles you to a tax 
deduction. The donation 
process is simple and hassle 
free. Call 1-800-710-9145 
and a representative will 
answer your questions and 
arrange to pick up your 
vehicle. 

What:	 BBBS Annual Bowl For 
Kids� Sake
When: Saturday, February 24th
Time:	 8am � 6pm
Where:	 AMF Major League 
Lanes, Jonestown Road




